The  Crowd in  Peace  and War

whereby the crowd attempts to dominate the individual
in its own interests. We passed through a stage of
propaganda which began to be successful. The public
interest in the question was aroused. The King, as na-
tional representative, ordered the consumption of alco-
holic drinks to be discontinued in his palaces. Other
influential persons followed his example. It almost
became "bad form" to be seen drinking a glass of wine.
Just as society in the nineteenth century made public
intoxication shameful and thus largely put an end to it,
so perhaps society may attempt to put an end to the
public consumption of intoxicants even in moderation.
Assume that to happen and to be maintained. Parents
will then be telling their children that it is wrong to drink
wine or spirits. Virtuous persons will assume the new
custom of abstinence to be axiomatic. Before long this
general attitude will begin to implant in sensitive indi-
viduals an emotion of shame at the mere thought of
transgression. Abstinence will become a matter of con-
science and every "good citizen" will come to possess a
conscience equipped with this further inhibitory reflex
emotion toward the mere suggestion of drink.

It is not difficult to add to the activities of a lively
conscience. I knew, for example, an old lady who had
been brought up to think card-playing wrong, and that
playing-cards were implements of the devil. Her con-
science would not permit her to handle them. She would
have been unhappy for days if she had permitted herself
to offend it in this particular. Yet she loved the harm-
less game of Patience, which she willingly played with
slips of cardboard numbered from one to thirteen. Those
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